
Welcome to the February Edition! 
By: Lindsey Moore 

February, for many people, is a month centered around Valentine's day. 
However when thinking of the holiday, we sometimes forget about one of 
the most important forms of love: self love. Until we learn to truly love and 
understand ourselves, we cannot do the same for others. Use this month, 
and every month, to take care of yourself and your fellow human beings.  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Black History in 
Education 
By: Melvin Harris 

Black History Month has not always been 
celebrated for a whole month. It was 
originally only celebrated for a week. Carter 
G. Woodson was an African American 
historian who is best known as the, “Father 
of Black History”. He chose February as the 
month in which Black History would be 
celebrated because of the birth dates of 
Fredrick Douglass and Abraham Lincoln. 
What started out as a weekly tradition to 
honor two abolitionists, has turned into a 
month long celebration of Black History. 

The following people are just a few of the 
people who have had a great impact on the 
advancement of African Americans and have 
enriched Black History Month with their 
accomplishments. 

In 1881, Booker T. Washington founded the 
Tuskegee Normal and Industrial Institute in 
Alabama (now known as Tuskegee 
University), which grew immensely and 
focused on training African Americans in 
agricultural pursuits. 

W.E.B. Du Bois, aka William Edward 
Burghardt Du Bois, became the first African 
American to earn a Ph.D. from Harvard 
University. He co-founded the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People (N.A.A.C.P.) in 1909. 

Ruby Bridges was the first African-American 
child to attend an all-white public 

elementary school in the American South. 
Bridges' bravery paved the way for 
continued Civil Rights action and she's 
shared her story with future generations in 
educational forums. 

All of their actions in society has made a big 
impact and it is very evident. These leaders 
demonstrated our values of learning, 
leading, and serving. 

“Black history is 
American history.”       - 
Morgan Freeman  
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Valentine's Day: History 
and Trivia 
By: Allison Kay 

There are many different stories about the 
origins of Valentine's Day, most of which go 
unknown to many.  So to start this mini 
history lesson, let's go back to around 270 
A.D. in Rome. 

One legend suggests 
that when Emperor 
Claudius II of Rome 
outlawed the 
marriage of soldiers 
and young men, a 
saint named 
Valentine defied 
Claudius and 
continued to marry 
young couples.  
When the Emperor 
found out about 
Valentine's actions of 
betrayal, he ordered 
that Valentine be 

executed on the 14th of February. 

Other... interesting... stories say that from 
the 13th to the 15th of February in ancient 
Rome, the Romans celebrated the feast of 
Lupercalia.  During this feast, the men 
would sacrifice a goat for fertility and a dog 
for purification.  They would then take the 
hide of the sacrificed animals and hit crops 
as well as women with them.  Women often 
welcomed the touch of the hides under the 
belief that it would make them more 
fertile.  Later that day, the women would 

place their name in a big urn and the single 
men of the city would draw a name out.  
Those two people would be a couple for the 
rest of the festival and it often led to 
marriage.  In the 5th century, Pope Gelasius 
I combined St. Valentine's Day with 
Lupercalia to get rid of those... unique... 
rituals. 

In the Middle Ages, Shakespeare and other 
notable artists at the time romanticized this 
holiday and it eventually gained a lot of 
popularity. 

Did You Know...? 

• On average, men spend double the 
amount of money on Valentine's Day gifts 
than women; the average man spends 
about $130. 

• There are at least 36 million heart-shaped 
boxes of chocolates sold every year on 
Valentine's Day. 

• At least 50 million roses are given around 
the world on Valentine's Day. 

• Approximately 85% of all Valentine's Day 
cards that are sold are bought by women. 

• According to the Greeting Card 
Association, an estimated 1 billion 
Valentine’s Day cards are sent each year, 
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A depiction of the 
death of St. Valentine 
on February 14th in 

3rd Century A.D.



making Valentine’s Day the second largest 
card-sending holiday of the year (2.6 
billion cards are sent for Christmas). 

• 73% of those who buy flowers on 
Valentine's Day are men. 

• The phrase "to wear your heart on your 
sleeve" comes from the Middle Ages when 
people would draw the name of their 
valentine from a bowl and wear it on their 
sleeve for one week. 

• Cupid is the son of Venus, the God of 
beauty and love. 

• About 15% of women send themselves 
flowers on Valentine's Day. 

• On Valentine's Day, at least 9 million 
people buy gifts for their pets. 

Sources: 
http://www.history.com/topics/valentines-day/history-of-
valentines-day 
http://www.softschools.com/facts/holidays/
valentines_day_facts/148/ 

https://www.npr.org/2011/02/14/133693152/the-dark-
origins-of-valentines-day 

This is Us: TV Show 
Review  
By: Brynn Cleveland 

Starring Mandy Moore, Milo Ventimiglia, 
Chrissy Metz, and many more, This Is Us is 
skyrocketing in success! The show is truly 
moving and inspiring and teaches great 
lessons while including societies greatest 
current issues. We are currently immersed 
in season 2, so there are many legendary 
episodes to come. Appearing on Tuesdays at 
9, You can catch a heart warming/ 
wrenching episode to spice up your week. 
Kevin, Kate, and Randall's challenges 
including body image, family death, drug 
abuse, and social working will teach you 
moving lessons. 
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Valentine's Day, 
According to National 
English Honor Society 
Poems Curated By: Ashlyn Chapman 
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"V-Day in a Capitalistic Society: A Haiku" 

St. Valentine's Day, 
Love and consumerism, 
Corporations win.

love is not unlike 

cigarettes; addiction's most 

fatal attraction

"Love is..." 

Love is a firework kiss 
That I always miss 
Love is when I see you 
everywhere 
Because you are always there 
Love is patient 
Even when I feel vacant 
Love is kind 
And even you don't mind 
But is love even real 
or just an appeal?

Roses are Red 
He has a phone 
Nobody calls Fred 
He's forever alone 

Days Dreaming to be Wed 
Whilst hiding under his bed 
Hoping his Mom doesn't discover him 
And tell him to get over them 

Many people have said 
He'd rather be dead 
Than cry under his dead 
Another lonely Valentine's day with dread 

...  Poor Fred! Check out what happens next 
in the full article: https://
lncroundtable.wordpress.com/2018/02/20/
national-english-honor-societys-poems 

When you marvel at the sky 

The expansive blue 

Remember how wide  

My love is for you

https://lncroundtable.wordpress.com/2018/02/20/national-english-honor-societys-poems
https://lncroundtable.wordpress.com/2018/02/20/national-english-honor-societys-poems
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https://lncroundtable.wordpress.com/2018/02/20/national-english-honor-societys-poems
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Rom-Coms for 
Valentine's Day 
By: Ally Reavis 

Spending this Valentine’s Day alone under your 
covers binging your favorite show on Netflix? 
Nothing wrong with that! Especially when you 
have your own celebration with a rom-com. 
Who doesn’t love a good romantic comedy? 
Grab the popcorn and entertain yourself with 
these suggestions! 

Notting Hill 
Notting Hill is one of my 
go-to movies. It will make 
you laugh and cry (what a 
rom-com is supposed to 
do). It stars the dreamy 
Hugh Grant, and talented 
Julia Roberts. It follows a 
bookshop owner, William, 
in his simple, British life as 
it is altered when he 
stumbles across a movie 

star, Anna. 
Where you can stream: Amazon Prime 

Clueless 

Clueless is an essential 
teen romantic comedy 
every girl needs. If you 
haven’t seen it yet, what 
took you so long? A high 
school girl in Beverley 
Hills, Cher, gets lost In 
trying to find a boyfriend  

for her friend when she realizes she too wants a 
boyfriend. Cher realizes that material items 
aren’t everything as she finds Mr. Right. 

Where you can watch: Amazon 

10 Things I Hate 
About You 
If you are looking for 
that super-relatable 
teen romance, here you 
go! This film tells the 
story of two sisters: 
Bianca, the popular 
one, and Kat, the rough 
one. They face a 
dilemma: Bianca is 

forbidden to date until Kat does. This is a 
problem because it seems almost impossible Kat 
will ever find a boyfriend. Or is it? Watch to 
find out! 

Where to watch: Netlix! 

How to Lose a Guy in 
10 Days 

This one is sure to make 
you laugh. It’s about a 
man in a bet, trying to 
make a woman love him 
in jut ten days. On the 
other side, a woman is 
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Movie Recommendations



writing an article on “How to Lose a Guy in 10 
Days” (hints the title). As you can probably 
guess, their juxtaposed goals cause bumps in 
the road after they meet. 

Where to watch: Netflix, Amazon 

Pretty in Pink 

Another teen-essential! 
Andie, an unpopular 
high school girl’s life is 
thrown off track when 
one of the popular boys 
shows interest in her. 
Will she chose the rich 
one, or her life-long 
best-friend, Duckie? 

Where to watch: Hulu 

Popular Netflix Movies 
By: Hannah Gorski 

The Cloverfield Paradox (TV-MA) 
A return to the well-known Cloverfield name, 
this new addition to Netflix brings another 
horror film to the scene. The Cloverfield 
Paradox takes place in the near future and 
focuses on a team of astronauts as they discover 
a new part of reality that has the potential to 
tear life as we know it apart. As they struggle to 
survive in the middle of space, they face new 
challenges that could end up becoming very 
dangerous if they don't find a way to overcome 
them soon. Not too much is known about this 
film yet, but followers of the 
Cloverfield franchise are certainly exited to see 
what this film has in store. 

Lion (PG-13) 

New to Netflix, this movie focuses on the true 
story of how a young five year old boy, Saroo, 
from India 
gets lost on 
a train that 
leads him 
thousands 
of miles 
away from 
his family 
and his 
home. He 
wanders the 
streets and is placed into an orphanage, when 
he is adopted by an Australian couple where he 
grows up. Once Saroo grows up, though, he 
begins the long journey to finding out where his 
family is now and how he can get to them. With 
the limited use of his memory and the 
expansive abilities of Google Earth, Saroo puts 
the rest of his life on hold to begin the search 
for his home. 

Leap Year (PG) 
This film is a sweet, easy to watch, romantic 
comedy that tells the story of Anna, a young 
woman from Boston, wants to travel to Ireland 
to propose to her boyfriend on Leap Year (a 
long-holding tradition in Ireland). Along the 
way, though, Anna experiences multiple 
untimely obstacles, and on her journey to 
Dublin, she meets a charming young innkeeper 
that has the potential to change her plans. This 
film is so easy to sit down and watch for a few 
hours, and takes place in Ireland, so what's not 
to like?! 

Image Link: http://www.virtualpapercuts.com/2017/03/fillum-review-
lion.html 
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February Music 
Reviews 
By: Aaron Daum 
(Disclaimer: the following article is purely my opinion - 
which may be different than yours. Please be respectful!) 

As the new year starts to take hold, so have new 
music releases; January was an awful quiet 
month for new music from major artists, but 
several big-game players have come out with 
new singles or albums this month. On February 
2nd, Justin Timberlake and AWOLNATION 
returned to the public eye after breaks of 
several years, and two more comebacks were 
made the following week by MGMT and Franz 
Ferdinand. This month has also seen the release 
of the TDE-dominated soundtrack for Black 
Panther, as well as a slew of singles from Calvin 
Harris, James Bay, X Ambassadors, CHVRCHES, 
and more. Here are my thoughts on (some of) 
these new releases, as well as a couple 
recommendations for under-the-radar artists: 

Black Panther – Various Artists (9/10) 

As someone who has never been a true fan of 
rap music, this album completely took me by 
surprise when I first listened to it; Kendrick 
Lamar is one of the two artists on this 
soundtrack whom I have enjoyed, known and 
respected throughout their career (the other 
being Khalid, I’ll get to him.) Lamar steps in on 
“All the Stars,” a forward-looking love song that 
brings in Grammy nominee SZA to ensure that 
this track will top the charts for sure. Kendrick 
also offers his talents on the futuristic song 
“Pray For Me,” where he is complemented by 
The Weeknd; the song has an inescapable, 
thumping beat, and triumphant lyrics that are 
fit to accompany a movie as monolithic as 

“Black Panther” is sure to be. My personal 
favorite song on the album is “The Ways,” by 
Khalid and Swae Lee, which brings a somewhat 
urgent yet relaxing tinge to Khalid’s normally 
dreamy artistry, and loops back around to the 
album’s underlying theme of love. This album 
has set a new standard for soundtracks, while 
simultaneously offering a gateway into rap and 
R&B for those who have struggled to enjoy 
those genres. 

Man Of The Woods – Justin 
Timberlake (4/10) 

Justin Timberlake turned heads at his Super 
Bowl half time performance, mostly playing 
older hits (and with good reason.) To put it 
lightly, “Man Of The Woods” was a train wreck 
before any of us even heard the whole album. 
Lead single “Filthy” is a cacophonous, 
directionless mess of a song, which was quickly 
followed up by the instrumentally confusing 
“Supplies.” The album does find an odd saving 
grace in the songs “Say Something,” featuring 
country star Chris Stapleton, and “Montana,” a 
pair that follow up on the album’s promise of a 
country-tinge with the rhythmic, crooning JT 
that we all know and (mostly) love. 
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Always Ascending – Franz Ferdinand 
(9/10) 

Franz Ferdinand is one of those one-hit wonder 
bands; you may have heard their 2004 hit “Take 
Me Out” before, but many struggle to name 
another of the band’s songs. “Always Ascending” 
was a step in the right direction of changing 
this, reviving 80’s dance themes and melding 
them with the catchy guitar riffs and punchy 
vocals that fans love this band for. The album’s 
title track was the first taste that listeners got of 
this new sound, and it was certainly a way to 
start on a high note – the ambient opening sets 
the mood for the album before transitioning to 
a pulsating verse that’s perfect for a concert. 
The bouncy “Feel The Love Go” is a churning, 
clubby song that sees a return to the band’s 
indie roots, while incorporating a huge 
saxophone solo – something you might not 
expect from a band like FF. “Glimpse of Love” is 
a confident, glamorous track that is driven by a 
gleaming synth and steady piano, that climaxes 
at its bridge with an all-out display of pure 
artistic energy. “Always Ascending” has already 
positioned itself to potentially be one of my 
favorite albums of this year, and is incredibly 
deserving of the acclaim it has received from 
critics of all kinds. 

Get Out (Single)  – CHVRCHES 

The synth-pop band CHVRCHES has long 
struggled to earn a listen from me, but “Get 
Out” has finally caused me to snap. Singer 
Lauren Mayberry addresses the difficulties of 
saying what you want to say in a relationship 
with someone, as well as her struggles to find 
someone who is truly right for her. For many 
people, this song has made a well-timed 
appearance just in time for Valentine’s day, 

reminding people everywhere of past partners. 
The synth on this track glows through, and is 
supported by a simple but well-made drum bit. 

Rapid Fire Recommendations (one 
sentence reviews) 

• TSLAMP, MGMT (7/10) – This song’s title is 
an acronym for “time spent looking at my 
phone,” which criticizes the cold, faceless 
habit that has captured too many of us – 
myself included. 

• Here Come the Runts, AWOLNATION (6/10) 
– “Here Come The Runts” is a massively 
powerful song, mostly driven by its 
triumphant instruments – the lyrics are a call 
to people everywhere who have been 
forgotten and stomped on, a message that 
many who have read this far can relate to. 

• Don’t Stay, X Ambassadors (7/10) – This song 
has revived my love for a band that I thought 
had gone down the boring, pandering path of 
Imagine Dragons, putting a jazzy filter on the 
band’s sound which makes the listener want 
to dance. 

• Cute Thing, Car Seat Headrest (8/10) – Car 
Seat Headrest is a little-known band that I 
have only just discovered, and Cute Thing is 
one of many examples of the emotion that 
this group puts into their music, with a very 
solid rock theme which is backed up by 
gleaming synthesizers and one of the most 
powerful voices in underground rock. 
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 10

Thanks for reading! <3

Would you like to contribute to the student 
newspaper?  

Email lmoore@student.lncharter.org with 
any ideas for articles, photography, or more 

information!
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