
Welcome to the November Edition! 
By: Lindsey Moore 

It's our first full month of fall, a time to adjust to the weather and reflect. As 
you finish out the month, remember to appreciate what you have and 
continue to work hard. We're almost done with 2nd quarter, and some how, 
the year is almost finished! Keep pushing, and make great use of the 
remaining weeks of this year. Stay blessed, not stressed!  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NCTC: Something to be 
Proud of 
By: Ally Reavis 

You may or may not have noticed all the hard 
work our school’s theater program has been 
putting in this year! With going all the way to 
SCTC last year, the members are striving to 
keep their high status. The plays, Wiley and the 
Hairyman and H-O-N-K performed their 
opening night in our very own MPR by the 
amazing cast and crew on October 19. If you 
were lucky enough to see the school 
performances, you know the talent involved! 
Haley Vogel stars as Wiley in Wiley in the 
Hairyman, with Aaron Allen as the Hairyman, 
and Christina Torres as Mammy. An amazingly 
adaptable chorus group made up of many 
students bring the swamp to life. It is directed 
by our very own, Mr. Willets, and student, Anita 
Hendricks. It is about Wiley, who lives in the 
swamp with his Mammy and dog. Together, 
they attempt to conquer Wiley’s fears while 
trying to trick the Hairyman. Not only is it a 
comedic musical, it even has parts that could be 
scary for children! 

H-O-N-K, the heartwarming play written by the 
creative Rachel Hull, brings to light bullying 
against children that are different. It is directed 
by Nicole Pehan and Jace Padgett. Teddy Dano 
stars as Hank, with Davis Cleveland as the bully, 
Eric. It also features Shelby Armstrong playing 
Piper and Brittany Blitsein as Hank's teacher. 
The play follows Hank, a child with Tourettes, 
as he grows up trying to prove how his 
disability makes him special. If you saw this 
play, you know not only does it make you 
say, “Awhhhh!”, it will make you giggle! It’s 
easy to get caught up in this play and want to 

punch the bullies that disrespect your friend, 
Hank. 

Last weekend, the plays were taken to NCTC 
Regionals, where they killed it! Wiley and the 
Hairyman is one of two plays from the 
competition moving on to NCTC States next 
weekend, on November 18th. H-O-N-K was 
honored as well! Some of the honors included: 

• Excellence in Directing (three years in a row)- 
Mr. Willets 

• Excellence in play writing- Rachel Hull 
• Excellence in Tech Design and Construction- 

Brady McKay, Nathan Wilson, Mathew 
Patterson 

• Excellence in Tech Design- Ezri Fender and 
Meghan Seitz 

• Excellence in Acting- Davis Cleveland, Haley 
Vogel, Aaron Allen 

• Outstanding Male Acting Award-Teddy Dano 
• Outstanding Ensemble- Wiley and the 

Hairyman 

If that doesn’t prove the quality of our school’s 
theater program, what does! Something to be 
proud of, for sure! We wish them luck as their 
competition journey continues. 
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Woman's Tennis 
By: Charanya Uppalapati 

November 1 marked the end of the 2017 
Woman's Tennis season. The team fell short to 
Salisbury High School in the semifinals. This 
has been a remarkable year for the ladies 
knights. In the past four years, the Woman's 
Tennis team has won 3 2A state titles and 65 
out of the 66 matches. Congratulations on such 
an amazing season! 

Team Captain, Annie Thomas, says that the 
team was a little disappointed after their loss at 
regionals. However, she is very proud of 
everyone and how hard the girls work. Thomas 
would would like to give a special shoutout to 
freshman Jada Mbote and Alicia Bush, at court 
5 and 6, for their contributions to the team. 

"Overall I'm proud of how far we have come 
and I think this season just shows how strong 
every player on our team really is," Thomas 
says. 

Also, congratulations to Lauren Bush and Annie 
Thomas for their 2A Individual Woman's Tennis 
runners up! After playing numerous matches at 
Cary Tennis Park, the duo earned their spot in 

the state finals. What a great end to a great 
season. 

LNC Closes Cross 
Country Season with a 
Bang 
By: Aaron Daum 

After far too long, Lake Norman Charter’s 
women’s cross country team has finally brought 
home their second state championship, 
following two close finishes in the past two 
years. Facing the best in the state, it wasn’t fully 
evident that the team had won until the runner-
up team, North Lincoln, had been announced. 
Seniors Mariah Howlett and Izzy Evely led the 
charge to the state title, placing first and second 
in the race, respectively. Howlett clocked the 
second fastest time of any female runner that 
day, 18:03.43 for 5 kilometers, breaking her 
own school record and following 22 seconds 
behind 4A stand-out Natalie Tyner. 4 seconds 
later, Evely crossed the finish line, beating out 
North Lincoln’s Chandler McCaslin by 36 
seconds, and running the 4th fastest time of the 
day. Both Mariah and Izzy will move onto run 
track next spring, before heading off to run at 
the collegiate level. 

The placing of Howlett and Evely did give LNC 
some big points, but the victory was sealed by 
huge performances from underclassmen Abby 
Farris, Anna Gartner, and Monique Gandy, all of 
whom passed several athletes in the final 100 
meters of the race (check out this article on 
cross country scoring http://
www.cougarsxc.com/Info/
how_to_score_xc.html). Farris, a freshman, 
joined her senior team mates on the stage to 
receive all-state honors, after finishing 8th place 
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and setting a personal best of 19:32.06, which 
has cemented her place as the third fastest 
freshman ever to run for LNC. Gartner and 
Gandy closed out LNC’s score, placing 21st and 
49th for a team score of 66 (some points were 
removed from our score as individual qualifiers, 
who do not count for points, came in ahead of 
some runners.) An effort this massive by the 
whole team can only be attributed to close 
teamwork, which is a specialty of this year’s 
girl’s team. They nicknamed themselves the 
“Spicy Girls,” and had the “closest bond that I 
have ever had on a team,” in the words of 
Coach Zamiara. 

Earlier in the day, the boy’s team reached an 
unprecedented 3rd place finish, topped by 2nd 
place First Flight, and 1st place North Lincoln. 
Going into the race, the boys were projected to 
finish in 6th place, but the team performed well 
under pressure, with all of 7 runners reaching 
or coming close to a personal best. Derek Bole, 
the first finisher from LNC, ran 16:49.02, but 
attributes the day’s success to the whole team. 
“We were able to show off the training we’ve 
done, and we saw some great improvement 
from some of our teammates,” he says. Ryan 
Creel and Alvin Mutongi arguably had the most 
successful days on the boy’s side, improving on 
previous personal bests by 20 and 15 seconds, 
respectively. Kyle Smith and Jack Bosley also 
fought hard, recovering from sickness and 
injuries to finish in respectably fast times. For 
the circumstances, the boy’s team fought 
valiantly. North Lincoln and First Flight have 
both been juggernaut teams throughout the 
2017 cross country season, with at least 4 boys 
running under 17 minutes in any given race. 

To close out a day of awards for LNC, 
sophomore Anna Gartner was honored with the 

NCHSAA sportsmanship award. “I was surprised 
that I received the award,” she said, “I’m 
thankful that my teammates and Coach 
Zamiara see me as the kind of person that 
deserves this award and I hope I can continue 
to be a dedicated teammate.” LNC’s star 
runners return to the competitive sphere 
November 25th at McAlpine park in Charlotte, 
for the Footlocker South regional cross country 

meet, and will then return for track season in 
February. 

(Above: The girl's cross country team and 
coaches Eli Johnson and Craig Zamiara accept 
their award for winning the state meet) 
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Music of the Month 
By: Rhea Jain 

This past month on October 26th, R&B duo 
Majid Jordan released their second studioalbum 
titled The Space Between. The duo started their 
music career in Toronto, after meeting in 
college. After collaborating with fellow Toronto 
artist Drake, Majid Jordan began receiving 
more attention and gained popularity after 
releasing EP A Place Like This. Their new album 
lives up to fan’s expectations of their unique 
soulful sound. The Space Between is full of hit 
dance tracks like “One I want” featuring 
PARTYNEXTDOOR and “Body Talk”. For me 
personally, “Body Talk” has been on repeat since 
the album was released. I had not known much 
about Majid Jordan until recently but it hasn’t 
taken very long for me to become familiar with 
their sound. Their distinctive, compelling voices 
combined with catchy beats will have you 
hooked. 

I was trying 
to figure 
out what 
else I 
should 
write about 
for this 
month’s 
article and 
then this 
song 
started 

playing on my Spotify playlist and I knew it had 
to be done. If you haven’t heard “Lemon” by 
N.E.R.D. yet, you are missing out. Why? 
Because you haven’t had the chance to listen to 
Rihanna rap yet and that is a shame. So the first 

time I heard “Lemon”, I knew it was already a 
bop and then a minute into the song, Rihanna 
starts to rap. I haven’t stopped listening to it 
since it came out. N.E.R.D has not released a 
full-length album since 2010 but the release of 
“Lemon” is preview into their comeback album 
No_One Ever Really Dies. Based on what I have 
heard so far, it is an album to look forward to. 

Imagine Dragons 
Concert Review! 
By: Brynn Cleveland 

On November 8th Imagine Dragons played at 
the Spectrum center in Downtown Charlotte! 
They were introduced with performances by 
K.flay and Grouplove. They were all incredible 
to say the least. Every song  was amazing and 
moving such as Grouplove's hit, "Tongue tied." 
Imagine Dragons, as the main performance, 
completely outdid themselves and was even 
better than I expected them to be. The 
experience was very influential because lead 
singer Dan Reynolds, included small speeches 
about equality and self worth, which I thought 
made the event very inspiring. The concert 
ended with the hit song, "radioactive" by 
Imagine Dragons, and it was stunning! I had 
the best time of my whole life that night. 

http://www.timewarnercablearena.com/timewarner/
imagine_dragons_110817/ 
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November Horoscopes 
By: Emily Bebler 

Aries: Focus on your commitments, use your 
intuition, and be open to doing things in a new 
or unexpected way. 

Taurus: Let go of the past to move forward in 
your life. Trust your intuition. 

Gemini: Stay focused, get creative, and work 
out the drama in your social life. Seek out the 
stability and balance you desire. 

Cancer: The month begins tumultuous with a 
heap of social drama, but it'll settle down quick 
and November will close out with good vibes 
and lots of creative inspiration. 

Leo: Like Taurus, this is your time to let go of 
the past. This will have you ready for the fun 
and creative expression you'll experience at the 
end of the month. 

Virgo: November is busy, but you can always 
handle it. You may find yourself feeling a little 
weary and it'll help to stay focused on the big 
picture. 

Libra: Now would be a great time to look at 
what you've been spending money on and 
rework your budget. A little less Cook Out, 
maybe? 

Scorpio: Creative inspiration is flowing freely, 
and romance is in the air. However, if you've 
been slacking off, it'll be coming back to bite 
you soon. 

Sagittarius: Watch out for unexpected social 
drama, and focus on your health and self-care. 
Your season starts November 21, and you'll feel 
ready to take on the world. 

Capricorn: You'll be feeling some supportive 
energy in your career and school, and new 
opportunities to have fun with friends will arise. 

Aquarius: Big news is coming that may have 
you changing your mind about something or 
finding yourself completely fed up with doing 
things how everyone else wants you to. 

Pisces: Some perspective-altering information 
is going to come to light. Over the month, find 
your balance between freedom and reliability. 
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What's in Theaters? 
By: Hannah Gorski 

Murder on the Orient Express (PG-13) 

An exciting trip across Europe experiences a 
frightening twist when a murder occurs aboard 
the train. The race is on to discover who the 
murderer is before another innocent person is 
killed. Detective Hercule Poirot believes anyone 
can be a suspect and works to find the 
murderer before it's too late. If you're looking 
for a little mystery this holiday season, this 
movie would be for you! (Also, this movie has 
a ton of well-known actors, so it's worth a try). 

Daddy's Home 2 (PG-13) 

In this hilarious sequel, Dusty and Brad work to 
make this Christmas season exciting for the 
kids. When each of their fathers come into 
town, though, the holidays begin to take a turn 
for the worse as the feuding fathers threaten to 
put on downer on the whole family. If you're 
craving a light-weight, hilarious movie to watch 
this holiday season, this movie might be for 
you! A little comedy never hurt anyone! 

Wonder (PG) 

Coming out on 
November 17th and 
based on the best-
selling novel, this 
movie tells the 
heartwarming story 
about boy named 
August Pullman. 
August has facial 
differences and enters 

a mainstream education for the first time in his 
fifth grade year. Throughout the movie, August 
as well as his classmates learn to accept each 
other for who they are on the inside instead of 
judging a book by it's cover. This movie speaks 
of overcoming differences and accepting others 
and is sure to give you the "warm and fuzzies!" 

Image Link: http://www.imdb.com/title/tt2543472/ 

The Hate U Give by 
Angie Thomas 
By: Lindsey Moore 

Books should act as a window into different 
worlds, both real and imagined. The Hate U 
Give by Angie Thomas does just that. 

The book focuses on sixteen-year-old Starr, a 
black female who lives in a poor urban 
neighborhood but attends a rich, suburban 
private school. She prefers to keep her school 
life and her home life separate. One night, Starr 
witnesses the shooting of her unarmed friend 
Khalil by a police officer. Her world is thrown 
into chaos as Khalil's death makes national 
headlines. As speaking out could put both her 
and her family endanger, she must decide if she 
wants to be a witness in the case. The Hate U 
Give is an enlightening look into issues within 
society, like racism, police brutality, and cultural 
divides. 

After finishing the book, I felt woke (Woke: 
[wohk] perceived awareness of social and racial 
issues). In our sheltered charter bubble, it can 
be easy to forget about or ignore the problems 
of other communities, both within our country 
and around the world. I feel like this book is a 
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good first step in stepping outside of the 
bubble. 

Though the story focuses on some serious 
topics, Starr is a funny and honest narrator. The 
dynamics between Starr and her family and 
friends were real and relatable, and often had 
me laughing.  

Also, filming for the movie adaptation of The 
Hate U Give has just wrapped! The movie stars 
Amandla Stenberg and Sabrina Carpenter, to 
name a few famous names. It will premiere 
sometime next year. 

So what are you waiting for? Go borrow or pick 
up a copy of The Hate U Give and get to 
reading! This unique story full of heart and 
thought provoking moments will have you 
thinking long after you turn the last page. 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/32075671-the-hate-u-give 

Thanksgiving Recipes 
By: Allison Kay 

Thanksgiving break; the mini vacation from 
school where once a year you spend hours with 
family members you rarely see. There are the 
good family members, and then there are the... 
unfavorable ones that we try to avoid. And 
while we tell our parents we're excited to see 
everyone again, let's be honest- it's all about the 
food. Here, we're going to explore some 
traditional Thanksgiving foods with a twist  
(See https://lncroundtable.wordpress.com/
2017/11/13/thanksgiving-recipes for full recipe 
links!). 

Apple Ring Pies 

Want your aunt 
to believe you 
can bake? 
These hand-
held miniature 
apple pies will 
get the job 
done! These 
pies have brown 

sugar, cinnamon, and butter.  They are filled 
with apples and a piece of gooey caramel candy 
and topped with more sugar. The recipe for 
Apple Ring Pies makes about eight servings and 
takes about an hour to create. 

North Carolina-Styled BBQ Turkey 

This turkey takes a lot of time out of your life 
that you can never get back- about 14 hours. 
On the bright side, you can prove to your mom 
that you actually do have dedication and 
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persistence. It also serves about 8 to 10 people 
so you can show everyone your hard work. 

Loaded Baked Potato Casserole  

Grab the attention of your younger cousins with 
this fun dish! The Loaded Baked Potato 
Casserole has all the great aspects of a baked 
potato but on a larger scale for the whole 
family to enjoy. 

Jalapeno-Bacon Skillet Cornbread 

Impress your uncle who eats jalapenos plain 
("They taste better by themselves") with this 
not-so-traditional Thanksgiving side dish. The 
Jalapeno-Bacon Skillet Cornbread is either a hit 
or miss, so you should definitely know your 
audience before you make it. It takes about 55 

minutes to make and yields six to eight 
servings. 

Roasted Sweet Potatoes With Honey and 
Cinnamon 

You can make this for your younger siblings 
who usually eat only the marshmallows that 
cover the sweet potatoes- lol not this year. This 
dish takes about 45 minutes to make, but only 
has around 4 servings. 

Picture Credits:  
http://www.foodnetwork.com/recipes/photos/top-50-thanksgiving-
recipes 
http://www.foodnetwork.com/recipes/food-network-kitchen/apple-
ring-pies-3885969 
http://www.foodnetwork.com/thanksgiving/thanksgiving-sides/
thanksgiving-side-dish-recipes 
http://www.foodnetwork.com/recipes/food-network-kitchen/north-
carolina-style-bbq-turkey-recipe-2084556 
http://www.foodnetwork.com/recipes/jalapeno-bacon-skillet-
cornbread-3363747 
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Don't Be Bored, Here's 
Some Stuff You Can Do! 
By: Genevieve Husak & Preethi 
Velagapudi  

Far too often we hear from our friends that 
Charlotte (and the surrounding areas) are 
“boring” and that there’s “nothing to do 
nearby.”  However, it’s never too late to explore 
your own city, and here’s some fun stuff to do 
for the next month!  Many of the events are 
even free.  Click each of the links for more 
information, and email us at 
pvelagapudi@student.lncharter.org or 
ghusak@student.lncharter.org to suggest an 
event for next month or to let us know what 
you think! 

Museums 

• The Schiele Museum of Natural History in 
Gastonia has loads to offer this month! On 
November 18th, it hosts “Harvest Day,” a day 
to celebrate the harvest season at an 18th 
century farm. Learn about traditional 
Thanksgiving feasts and hunting from back in 
the day! 

• From now until the 31st (subject to change), 
the museum also offers an exhibit called “The 
Solar System: A Journey of Exploration” from 
9am to 5pm every day. Journey across the 
solar system to learn more about the planets 
and see their interactive kiosks and objects on 
loan from NASA and the Smithsonian! 

• The James Lynn Planetarium at the Schiele 
Museum offers three exhibits - one on 
Interstellar Flight, Autumn Skies for 
stargazing, and Super Volcanoes, an exhibit 

on powerful volcanoes and their eruptions on 
Earth. Check out the link for their timings. 

• Looking to become more sophisticated 
anytime soon? The Mint Museum is free to 
visit Wednesday evenings at both the Uptown 
and Randolph locations from 5-9pm until 
December 4th, perfect for a visit after school. 
The Brit Ceramics exhibit at the Mint 
Museum is free to attend on Nov 21st at 
10am. 

• Visit the Bechtler Museum by night from 
5pm-9pm for free every third Friday of every 
month. 

Performing Arts 

• Support local nonprofits by attending 
Connecting Charlotte on November 17th. You 
can also watch some spoken word poetry and 
see some art installations! 

• Visit the Explorer’s Club in Cornelius during 
November 3rd-18th to enjoy a show involving 
science and history! 

• If you’re interested in watching someone 
(Matt LaVore) swallow needles, hypnotize 
people to forget their own names, and even 
predict the future, then go to Magic and 
Mystery at Duke Energy Theatre on 
November 25th! This amazing showcase of 
mystery arts that is guaranteed to leave even 
the most discerning audiences astonished. 

• The Belk Theatre hosts The Nutcracker from 
the 9th through 23rd and The Sound of Music 
at Blumenthal Performing Arts from 
November 24th to the 26th. 
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• Watch “Urinetown”, a satirical play put on by 
Northwest School of the Arts from December 
1st to the 2nd. 

• Charlotte Symphony plays the “Magic of 
Christmas” at the Belk Theatre on December 
3rd. They also have a show called “Handel’s 
Messiah” on December 15th and 16th. Be 
sure to check them out! 

• Watch the Davidson Community Players put 
on “Mom’s Gift,” a comedy play about a 
mom’s ghost, from November 30th to 
December 17th. 

Other Fun Events 

• Raptor Center - “How To Be A Bird” - 
November 18th 

• Master Birder Kevin Metcalf presents his 
patented "How to be a Bird" demonstration, 
and CRC staff discuss bird adaptations 

• Renaissance Festival - open until November 
19th 

• Visit Fairhaven, a 16th century village where 
history comes alive! Watch engaging 
performances, go on rides, play games, and 
more! 

• The South End hosts Food Truck Fridays at 
5pm from now until December 15th at the 
South End. 

• Winterfest at Carowinds on select nights from 
November 24th through December 30th. 

• Ride up to 16 different rides, visit Santa, taste 
the season, and watch the lights and 
performances! 

Shopping 

• Visit the sixth annual Vintage Charlotte 
Winter Market on November 18th at the 
Fillmore for 60+ vintage and handmade 
vendors, coffee, and great food! Tickets are 
only $2 general admission and you can shop 
locally this holiday season. 

• Press Day is a charity event on November 
18th that showcases vintage products and art. 
Once again, you can shop locally for the 
holiday season! 

• Visit NoDa’s Eclectic Marketplace every 
Saturday from 10am to 3pm for a 
marketplace of all sorts of events including 
vintage and handmade products, art, and 
great food. It aims to be “local, fresh, and 
funky.” 
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Staying Positive 
By: Lindsey Jacobson  

With all of the recent negativity and tragedy 
portrayed in the media, coupled with the 
mountain of stress that comes with school 
work, it is important to remember that good 
things are still happening in the world, whether 
we realize it or not. Below you will find a list of 
positive events that have occurred recently that 
will hopefully restore your faith in humanity 
and give you some reason to smile today. 

1. Environment secretary Michael Gove has 
announced that the United Kingdom will 
support a ban on bee harming pesticides in 
Europe. Save the bees! 

2. The Human Library, an international project 
to help dissolve prejudices, has spread to 
over 80 countries. Through the human 
library, people get the opportunity to talk to 
other people who have different 
backgrounds and experiences so that they 
can get rid of their biases and stereotypes. 

3. Norway FA has agreed to pay their male and 
female players the same amount. To do this, 
the male players have pledged to contribute 
a part of their commercial earnings to the 
female players in order to overcome the 
difference in their earnings. 

4. Ryan Yasin used a durable, lightweight 
fabric and techniques he learned when 
studying aeronautical engineering to create 
clothes that will grow as a child grows. The 
clothes can physically expand to fit a 
growing toddler! 

5. The Spanish Honor Society raised $570.55 
to donate to hurricane relief efforts in 
Puerto Rico and Mexico. French Club and 
French Honor  

6. Society raised around $1000 to donate to a 
Haitian orphanage. Interact raised money to 
change the lives of refugees! 

7. LIGO, the Laser Interferometer 
Gravitational-Wave Observatory, detected 
the collision of neutron stars for the first 
time ever, providing further evidence as to 
how the heavier elements in the universe 
were made. 

8. European doctors used gene therapy to 
grow sheets of healthy skin to save a boy 
who had a genetic disease (junctional 
epidermolysis bullosa) that destroyed most 
of his skin. 

9. Women's Cross Country won 2A States! Our 
theater department won many awards and 
is heading to the NCTC State Competition!! 
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10. Industrial designer Doug Dietz partnered 
with GE Healthcare and the University of 
Pittsburgh Hospital to create MRI scanners 
that would excite children instead of scaring 
them. He made them look more friendly 
with thematic and imaginative decorations. 

11. Double amputee, Rob Jones, finished 
running 31 marathons in 31 days in 31 
major cities in order to raise money for 
veterans and to raise awareness of veteran 
issues. Over the course of these 31 days, he 
raised $135,000 for veterans' groups! 

These are just a few things, but there are so 
many out there! Despite all the bad things 
happening in the world, there are still so many 
good things! When you're in the dark, seek out 
the light! Find the good things and stay 
positive! 
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Would you like to 
contribute to the student 

newspaper?  
Email lmoore@student.lncharter.org 

with any ideas for articles, 
photography, or more information!

Thanks for reading!
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