
Welcome to the 2017-2018 Student 
Newspaper! 
By: Lindsey Moore 

This year, I want to include more of your amazing talents in the newspaper: from 
art and poetry to photography and creative writing. Congratulations on almost 
completing your first full month of school! I know we can make this school year 
and the newspaper the best it's ever been! Hope you enjoy this edition!  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LNC Elementary School 
We welcome our littlest knights to the 
family!                                                
By: Genevieve Husak & Preethi 
Velagapudi 

Lake Norman Charter has always been looking 
for ways to expand and improve its service to 
the community, even before the opening of the 
high school in 2007. Therefore, it was only 
logical to open the elementary school ten years 
later. Located three and a half miles away from 
the current middle and high school on a 37-acre 
parcel of land by Hambright Road, the 
elementary school opened earlier this year, 
welcoming around 300 K-2 students. The school 
will add the third and fourth grades next year. 
Though classes take place in modular units 
until a permanent building can be constructed, 
you would never be able to tell that the school 
is made of trailers because of the cozy, 
welcoming atmosphere. 

Paul Wagner, a student who worked at LNC 
over the summer, had only good things to say 
about the elementary school. Though he mainly 
worked on painting at the high school, he also 
spent a considerable amount of time building 
decks at the new elementary school. “There was 
a lot of community involvement,” he recalled. 
“We had a bunch of people from the Lake 
Norman Charter community working at the 
school - teachers, students, parents everyone.” 
The community’s dedication to its youngest 
members’ education is definitely something that 
everyone at LNC should be proud of. 

Many parents also echoed their appreciation for 
the community’s involvement in opening the 
LNC elementary school. Melissa Smith, an 
English teacher at the high school and mother 

of a kindergartner, has already been thoroughly 
impressed with the quality of education and 
amount of dedication she’s seen. “There’s no 
better school in the area,” she said when asked 
why she chose LNC for her daughter. Similarly, 
Mrs. Smith remarked that LNC has the “best 
teachers around” and that she could not 
imagine a better environment for her child. 

No one has been more delighted about the 
opening of the new elementary school than the 
students themselves. When asked what her 
favorite part of the school day was, Rachael 
Husak, a second-grader, replied, “I can’t pick; I 
like all of it!” Similarly, in comparison to her 
previous school, first-grader Samantha Wilson 
noticed much better behavior from her 
classmates and more caring teachers. When 
asked what she liked about the school, she said, 
“I love it! Everyone gets to learn together, and 
no one gets put in timeout.” These students’ 
appreciative comments show that the work that 
the community has put in is paying off. 

The community has not only been involved in 
the construction of the elementary school, but 
has also continued to play a role in these young 
students’ lives. Several high school students 
dedicate their time to working at the 
elementary school counseling their after-school 
activities every day. These students act as role 
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models to the younger kids. They play outside, 
read to, and play games with the kids. On the 
day of homecoming, cheerleaders and football 
players will be going to the elementary school 
to welcome our youngest students. “I don’t 
think there’s anything more a school district 
could do. It’s truly a family community,” Mrs. 
Smith praised. 

Though LNC is a young school, it has already 
expanded greatly and the future looks bright. 
On the future of the elementary school, Mrs. 
Wilson, a high school science teacher, observed, 
“We’ve earned such a great standing not only in 
the community but nationally, and I can only 
imagine what we’ll be doing in the years to 
come! 

"The community’s dedication to 
its youngest members’ 
education is definitely 
something that everyone          
at LNC should be proud of." 

Music of the Month 
By: Rhea Jain        

Another year, another Frank Ocean song to 
write about. I'd like to start by saying thank 
you, Frank. A new track by Frank Ocean truly 
has the power to make my week... dare I say, 
month. True to form, Frank Ocean released 
"Provider" unexpectedly on August 27 but it 
was no less of a hit. In no time after its release, 
fans began to freak out about the track. Frank 
Ocean songs just have a way of making you feel 
like everything is okay even when it’s not. 
Admittedly, I have never heard a Frank Ocean 
song I didn’t like, but still, “Provider” is high up 
there on the list of favorites. With each song, 
Ocean gives us a little bit more insight into his 
life but also a little insight into our own as well. 

In other news, Miguel released new song “Sky 
Walker” on August 25th. The song is a good 
summer anthem, so if you’re still trying 
desperately to hang on to summer, give it a 
listen. Miguel adopts a different sound with 
“Sky Walker” than fans are used to, but with 
Travis Scott featured on the track, it has 
become very popular very quickly. Scott’s verse 
provides an interesting contrast to Miguel’s 
smooth sound. The song title is, in fact, based 
on the character Luke Skywalker, for all the Star 
Wars fans out there. “Sky Walker” is a preview 
of Miguel’s upcoming album called “War and 
Leisure” which we can only hope will be just as 
good. Even if it can’t bring back summer, maybe 
it can help to ease the pain of being back at 
school. 
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Horoscopes 
What do the stars have in store for 
you?                               
By: Emily Bebler 
Aries: This month is your month to get yourself 
together. Focus on school, your career, and make plans 
rather than jump impulsively into decisions. Now is the 
time to evaluate your life and purge the negativity and 
clutter. 

Taurus: Summer isn't over yet! Fulfill those last summer 
break dreams and be a little spontaneous. Bring all your 
friends together and have a little fun. Treat yoself! 
Towards the end of the month, however, get yourself 
back in gear and on the right track. 

Gemini: It's September and you're ready to throw on a 
sweater, curl up, and binge watch Netflix with a PSL in 
hand. Embrace these desires, but don't lose sight of your 
goals. This month could bring some tension in your inner 
circles, but this too shall pass. 

Cancer: The stars have you brainstorming and thinking 
left and right. Speak your mind, engage in conversation, 
and create a dialogue this month, but stay cool in the 
face of conflict. Perfect for the back-to-school season. 

Leo: Summer and hectic school has you feeling all out of 
sorts. Take some "me" time this month to compose 
yourself and bring yourself back down to Earth. Planning 
is your new best friend. 

Virgo: You may have been feeling a little drained in 
August, but September brings you back to life. This is 
your month! New opportunities are cropping up all 
around you, and you can expect a boost in charisma and 
confidence. Major mojo! 

Libra: While others may be rushing, don't feel like you 
can't ease yourself into the new season. Take care of 
unfinished business, declutter your mind, and don't get 
overwhelmed. 

Scorpio: Fall is always a social time for you, so go ahead 
and make those weekend plans. You'll find inspiration in 
ordinary places and opportunities to make friends with 

like-minded people. Just be sure to watch your temper 
during any disagreements. 

Sagittarius: Follow your ambition and set the bar high. 
Ignore petty drama and don't sweat the small stuff, 
because you have bigger things to focus on. Make your 
move! 

Capricorn: Take some risks this month and get a fresh 
perspective. You're craving inspiration and new 
possibilities. However, stay cautious and don't let loose 
lips sink ships. 

Aquarius: You're feeling intense and focused for the back-
to-school season. All that work makes you want to avoid 
lively gatherings and instead opt for small get-togethers 
or even just staying home to recuperate. Don't obsess 
over the small things. 

Pisces: Time to work on your connections with others, 
whether it be friends, coworkers, or a partner. It's a good 
time to let your imagination run free, but don't get too 
lost--things are moving fast for you this month. Don't let 
impatience get the best of you and choose your battles. Is 
it really worth it? 
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Meet Mr. Funchess! 
Get to know our vice principal!          
By: Melvin Harris 

Mr. Funchess was born to educate the youth. 
Whether that be lecturing a student or teaching 
his football players the playbook. 

He considers himself one of the best at his job 
because he believes he is one of the highest 
intellectuals at school. 

“I’ve always enjoyed conveying knowledge. I 
got into education because I consider myself an 
intelligent person" said Funchess.  

Funchess wasn't always an administrator, he 
started off as a biology teacher, and built his 
résumé from there. He earned his bachelors in 
Biology at NC Central University and received 
his Masters in School Administration from NC 
State. 

For some, switching from teaching to becoming 
an assistant principal, may seem like a tough 
decision, but not for Mr. Funchess. 

Funchess says, “As a teacher you are limited on 
an impact on a school. I was a teacher and 
Coach. I was encouraged by veteran teachers to 
pursue administration. As an administrator, you 
have a broader range to impact a school”. 

Mr. Funchess has also coached three sports 
during a school calendar year. This is another 
act of dedication from our new Assistant 
Principal. 

Funchess is a veteran in education. He has had 
lots of teaching and administration experience  

at East Lincoln, Northwest High School, and 
Jordan High School. 

Unfortunately, Mr. Funchess has taught at our 
newest rival, East Lincoln. However, the reason 
he came over to LNC is because he saw a new 
opportunity. 

"“I was looking for a change. A place that would 
allow me to grow and advance in what I’m 
trying to do. I was looking for a location that 
was open-minded and did not have the mindset 
of a traditional school trajectory... Being here 
will enable me to be creative and to do what’s 
best for the students..." Funchess said. 

Mr. Funchess is a very hard working man as you 
can see. One may ask, "so what does he do 
when he's not working?". 

“I like cooking, bowling, watching movies, and 
spending time with my family. I will play video 
games, card games, board games on occasion" 
Funchess said.  

Mr. Funchess has seen great work ethic out of 
his students and that's what pleases him the 
most. 

“The good thing is that most kids seem 
motivated in classes to learn" says Funchess. 

It's only been 25 days of school, and Mr. 
Funchess expects us to keep up the good work 
all year! Let's go Knights, and give a big 
welcome to our newest Assistant Principal Mr. 
Funchess! 
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Movies to See in 
Theaters! 
By: Hannah Gorski 
It (Rated R)*: With Halloween right around the corner, 
be sure to see this new horror film if you’re looking for a 
scare to start off your 
weekend. It revolves around 
the lives of a group of seven 
young teens as they begin 
the fight to overcome their 
own fears in order to defeat 
the murderous clown 
known as Pennywise. 
Pennywise is known to 
emerge from the sewers 
every 27 years to prey on 
innocent children and now 
this group of teens must 
band together to put an end 
to the killings. If you’re into 
horror films that feature 
scary clowns and frightened teens, this might be the film 
for you! 

Dunkirk (Rated PG-13): Although this film has been out 
since the summer, Dunkirk is a must-see for anyone 
looking for action plus a little hint of an exciting celebrity 
appearance. Featuring the well-known Harry Styles, 
Dunkirk tells the astonishing true story of when Germany 
invaded France during World War II and how the Allies 
successfully accomplished their mission so safely 
evacuate over 300,000 Allied troops from the beaches of 
Dunkirk. If you’re looking for an exciting action film, or if 
you just want to see the film one more time before it 
leaves theaters, go see Dunkirk before it’s out of theaters! 

Annabelle: Creation (Rated R)*: Yet another thriller film 
has come to theaters to prepare for the Halloween 
season. Annabelle: Creation is the second in the series of 
Annabelle thriller films. This story focuses on a nun and 
six orphans that stay at the home of a toy maker whose 
daughter, Annabelle, tragically died in a car accident 
many years ago. When one of the children enters a 
forbidden room, she finds a doll that seems to have a 
mind of its own. Knowing the usual plot of a horror film, 
we can understand that bad things aren’t far behind… 
Since Halloween is coming up, you might be on the hunt 

for a thrilling new horror film, and if so, this would be 
the film for you! 

**The Motion Picture Association of America states that 
movies rated R requite the parent accompaniment for 
children under the age of 17. 

Book of a Lifetime 
By: Brynn Cleveland 

Life as we Knew it by Susan Beth Pfeffer is by far 
the best book I’ve ever read. Readers will be 
enthralled, devastated, and madly intrigued to this 

amazing start to 
a series of four 
incredible books. 
The plot begins 
when the moons 
path gets thrown 
off by a meteor 
and completely 
deranges the 
climate, tides, 
and everyday 
life, Miranda and 
her family’s life 
takes a turn for 

the worst. Living 
with food shortages and seasons changing rapidly is 
a challenge Miranda never thought she would have 
to face and she's on the craziest emotional roller 
coaster of her life. Spread of sicknesses and food 
shortages are the death of Miranda’s friends, yet 
Miranda, her mom, and brothers are still going 
strong. Conditions worsen, and after a year, they are 
one of the last living families. This wonderful book 
is almost impossible to put down and I recommend 
you read it, you won’t regret it.  
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A Chain of Disasters 
By: Ally Reavis 

It isn't hard to tell that the past few weeks have 
been dictated primarily by natural disasters. 
From Hurricane Harvey to the magnitude seven 
earthquake in Mexico and too many in 
between, it might feel to you that the world is 
ending. It can all be a lot to process, so here is a 
quick recap. 

The 2017 hurricane season has been 
abnormally active. Seven of the thirteen tropical 
stormshave been deemed hurricanes, four of 
them reaching category four. Let’s start with 
Hurricane Harvey. 

When it hit Texas on August 31, it was a 
category four hurricane. It has been called one 
of the most damaging natural disasters ever in 
U.S history, costing over $190 billion to clean 
up. The most devastating part of the storm’s 
affects was the rainfall. The maximum total 
rainfall is the largest ever recorded in the 
United States, causing major flooding! It is 
estimated that eighty-two people died in 
Harvey. 

On that same day that Harvey was devastating 
Texas, Hurricane Irma came into the news as a 
Category Three. The storm increased power to a 
category five as it traveled through parts of the 
Caribbean. Then, on September 10, Irma hit 
landfall in Florida and it’s Keys. About forty-two 
people died in Irma. It would have been more 
without all of the evacuation warnings from 
Rick Scott, the Florida governor. 

Meteorologists are currently watching 
Hurricane Maria. On September 20, it plowed 
through Puerto Rico with winds of 115 mph, 

nearly Category 5! Maria is predicted to 
continue destroy everything in its path so make 
sure to keep your eye out for it. This is the third 
major hurricane threat to the U.S in a month! 
Man, that global warming really does make a 
difference! 

In twelve days, Mexico has experienced two 
traumatic earthquakes. On the tail end of 

September 7, the strongest earthquake to hit 
the country did it’s damage. It had whopping a 
magnitude of 8.1. With hardly any time to 
recover, another earthquake with a magnitude 
of 7.1 rattled about 100 miles out of Mexico 
City. Tuesday was also the anniversary of an 
earthquake that occurred in 1985, killing 
10,000 people in Mexico. You might be 
wondering why Mexico is so prone to 
earthquakes. The location of the country is the 
main reason for all of the quakes. Mexico is a 
subduction zone (you probably learned about 
this freshman year science) where stress builds. 

As a society living on Earth, we can only hope 
that we will soon see the end of the disaster 
and do everything in our power to take care of 
our planet in the mean time. 
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Hurricane Harvey 
Relief Drive 
By: Lindsey Jacobson 

In response to the devastation caused by Hurricane 
Harvey earlier this month, our school worked with 
Next Level Readiness to gather donations to be sent 
to Texas to help those in need. At the high school, 
French Honor Society was in charge of collecting 
the donations and at the middle school, the Builders 
Club was responsible for collecting donations. The 
response from our school was incredible. So many 
students brought in so many items to be donated. 
There were several huge boxes packed with items 
every day that the drive took place. There were so 
many donations that French Honor Society had 
trouble keeping up some mornings! Mrs. Davis's 
room was filled with piles of donations! 

After picking up the donations from our school, 
some other local organizations, and some 
businesses, Andre and Austin from Next Level 
Readiness actually drove down to Texas to 
personally deliver the supplies that our school and 
our community donated. The items were greatly 
needed and greatly appreciated. The people down 
in Texas really put our donations to good use. They 
were very grateful to us, our school, and our 
community. Below is a video of Austin from Next 
Level Readiness delivering the donations to one of 
the Texas communities in need. 

It is amazing to see what our student body can 
accomplish when they come together and 
collectively work towards a cause. It is amazing that 
our school was able to help these people start to get 
back on their feet. A huge thanks goes out to Next 
Level Readiness for organizing this drive, including 
us, and driving the donations all the way down to 
Texas. 

Check out video at: https://lncroundtable.wordpress.com/
2017/09/23/hurricane-harvey-relief-drive 

Fall Recipes 
By: Charanya Uppalapati 

Fall: /fôl/ a seasonal phenomenon of pumpkin spice 
everything; characterized by falling leaves, lower 
temperatures, and shorter days. 

As fall creeps on us, fresh fall produce begins to take 
over our meals. Check out a few of our favorite fall 
desserts! 

Pumpkin Chocolate Chip Cookies  

1. In a bowl, whisk melted butter, brown sugar, 
granulated sugar, vanilla, and pumpkin until the 
mixture is smooth. 

2. In another bowl, toss flour, salt, baking soda 
cinnamon, nutmeg, allspices, and cloves 
together. Pour the mixture from step one into 
this bowl and mix. 

3. Fold in chocolate chips and chill the dough for 
30 minutes 

4. Preheat oven to 350°F. 
5. Roll the dough into ball and slightly flatten. 
6. Bake the cookies for 10 minutes 
7. Enjoy! 
Full recipe at https://sallysbakingaddiction.com/2013/09/04/
pumpkin-chocolate-chip-cookies/ 
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Caramel Apple Cupcakes  

1. Preheat oven to 350°F. 
2. Whisk flour, sugar, baking soda, baking powder, 

cinnamon, and nutmeg in a mixing bowl. Add 
egg whites, vanilla extract, sour cream, milk and 
butterand mix until smooth. Stir in chopped 
apples. 

3. Fill cupcake liners about 3/4 full and bake for 
18 minutes 

4. Cool cupcakes 
5. To make the icing, combine butter, shortening, 

caramel sauce, and powdered sugar until 
smooth. 

6. Add icing to cupcake and enjoy! 
Full recipe at http://www.lifeloveandsugar.com/2015/09/14/
caramel-apple-cupcakes/ 

Peaches 
By: Ashlyn Chapman 

Over a month into the new school year, and I 
have learned plenty of things that will knock 
your socks right off. I can graph a slope of a 
slope, and I can identify common precipitates in 
chemical reactions. However, the most life-
changing thing I have learned so far is that 
people eat the skin on peaches. Yes, you heard 
me right. Peach fuzz is indeed edible! 

It all started when I spotted Mrs. Zamiara 
eating part of her lunch, a peach, in class, but I 
thought she was simply eating an apple. That is 
when the trouble began. Z was eating a peach 
just like an apple, paying no mind to the skin of 
the peach. I was shocked. Never in my life 
would I be caught dead eating peach fuzz. 

I thought that Zamiara was insane for eating 
the skin of her peach. As I discussed this 
predicament with my peers, I arrived at a 
startling conclusion: eating peach skin is 
normal, acceptable behavior.  I could not 
believe this! So I took action. I wrote up a 
Google Form and sent it out to you all. In a 
matter of hours, the answer was clear and the 
tension was resolved, but my disgust remains 
still. Over 50% (52.7%) of the respondents said 
that they regularly eat the skin on the peaches. 
An additional 24.2% reported that they would 
eat the skin on peaches, but only if they had 
to. I could not believe my eyes. Only 23.1% of 
respondents refuse to eat the skin on peaches. 
How could this number be so low? 

Alas, I learned my lesson: do not judge what 
others eat. 
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Still, with all these numbers, I wonder what 
else we can learn. First thing, I applaud the 182 
of you who took the time to complete my 
survey. I appreciate you. Secondly, I do not 
think the 182 who responded to my survey 
know what a nectarine is or what a peach is. 
For some reason, beyond my knowledge, more 
people reported that they would eat the skin of 
peaches than they would eat the skin of 
nectarines. Why would you eat the fuzzy, 
disgusting peach skin more often than the 
smooth, juicy layer of nectarine? Only 78 of 
182 (43.6%) said they like to eat nectarine skin, 
compared to the 96 (52.7%) who said they like 
to eat peach skin. 

Additionally, 11 deranged respondents said they 
eat the skin of kiwis. Remember, I learned my 
lesson and will not criticize. But, still, 11! Note, 
people may not have answered truthfully 
because they found my survey trivial and 
pointless. I am sure some of you reported that 
you ate kiwi skin to be funny...but I cannot say 
for sure. 

Finally, how do only 22 of you (12.2%) know 
the song Peaches by The Presidents of the 
United States of America (https://youtu.be/
wvAnQqVJ3XQ)? To me, this lack of musical 
knowledge is more appalling than eating peach 
fuzz. 

If you are interested, here are the results of the 
survey I sent out (https://goo.gl/forms/
W58rasmhNmnMCIvf1). 
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Would you like to 
contribute to the student 

newspaper?  
Email lmoore@student.lncharter.org 

with any ideas for articles, 
photography, or more information!

Thanks for reading! 
:)
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